Table 1: Palaeomoisture records selected from arid central Asia. Lake sites are listed from west to east as in Fig. 1.
	Site
	Lake
	Lat. (°N)
	Long. (°E)
	Elev. (m a.s.l.)
	Lake area (km2)
	Coring site water depth (m)
	Max. water depth (m)
	Time period (ka)
	Sample resolution (a)
	Dating method
	Number of dating
	Proxies used
	References

	1
	Lake Van

土耳其凡湖
	38.40
	43.20
	1,648
	3,522
	420
	458
	0-13
	ca. 20
	varve counting
	—
	δ18O, pollen, SDR

	Landmann et al., 1996; Wick et al., 2003

	2
	Aral Sea
	45.00
	60.00
	53
	17,158
	23
	40.4
	0-12
	ca. 200
	conventional 14C
	36
	terrace, historical documents, SDR, CaCO3
	Boomer, 2000; Ferronskii et al., 2003

	3
	Issyk-Kul
	42.50
	77.10
	1,606
	1,584
	240
	668
	0-8
	ca. 195
	AMS-14C
	8
	δ18O, CaCO3
	Rasmussen et al., 2001; Ricketts et al., 2001; Ferronskii et al., 2003

	4
	Wulun Lake
	47.20
	87.29
	478.6
	927
	12
	13.9
	0-10.3
	ca. 90
	AMS-14C
	6
	pollen, ostracod, 13C, δ18O
	Jiang et al., 2007

	5
	Bosten Lake
	42.00
	87.02
	1,047.5
	1,100
	6.25; 16.10
	16.5
	0-17
	10-80
	AMS-14C
	17
	pollen, grain size, CaCO3
	Wünnemann et al., 2003, 2006; Huang, 2006; Huang et al., 2007

	6
	Bayan Nuur
	50.00
	94.02
	932
	2
	N/A

	N/A
	0-15.6
	N/A
	conventional 14C
	12
	terraces, pollen
	Dorofeyuk and Tarasov, 1998; Grunert et al., 2000

	7
	Telmen Lake
	48.83
	97.33
	1,789
	194
	24.54
	27
	0-7
	ca. 190
	AMS-14C
	6
	diatom, pollen, CaCO3
	Peck et al., 2002; Fowell et al., 2003

	8
	Hovsgol Nuur
	51.00
	101.20
	1,645
	2,760
	222; 236
	262
	0-14.5
	200-450
	AMS-14C
	10
	diatom, pollen, biogenic silica, MS

	Tarasov,1996; Dorofeyuk and Tarasov, 1998; Karabanov et al., 2004; Nara et al., 2005; Prokopenko et al., 2005

	9
	Juyan Lake
	41.80
	101.80
	892
	24
	N/A
	0.63
	0-10.7
	ca. 160
	AMS-14C
	5
	pollen
	Chen et al., 2003b; Herzschuh et al., 2004

	10
	Gun Nuur
	50.25
	106.60
	600
	4
	5
	5
	0-9.4
	25-100
	AMS-14C
	9
	diatom, δ13Corg, CaCO3, MS
	Wang et al., 2004; Feng et al., 2005

	11
	Hulun Nuur
	48.92
	117.38
	545
	2,339
	N/A
	8
	0-12
	150-200
	conventional 14C
	6
	pollen, MS
	Wang and Ji, 1995; Yang and Wang, 1996


� SDR: Sediment Deposition Rate


� N/A: Not Available; The moisture proxy from Bayan Nuur (site 6) was based on beaches and there were no information about sample resolution.


� MS: Magnetic Susceptibility





